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Wincanton, 

Somerset. 

June ,  1952. 


To  the 

Rural  District  Council  of  Wincanton 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951. 
1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  .  64,540 

Population  (1951) .  17,460 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1951)  5,277 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1931)  4,385 

Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1951)  .  80,113 

Net  Product  of  Penny  Rate  . £322/12/8 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

BIRTHS. 

Males  Females 


Total  .... 

155 

106 

Live  Births 

Legitimate 

146 

102 

Birth  Rate  15.5  per  1000 

Illegitimate 

9 

4 

Total 

4 

1 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

Birth  Rate  0.36  per  1000 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

DEATHS. 

Death  from  all  causes  :  Total  235.  Males,  123.  Females,  112. 
Death  Rate  12.5  per  1000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : — 


(a)  from  sepsis .  nil 

(b)  from  other  causes  .  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Males  Females 
4  2 

4  2 

0  0 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  week  .  ....  ....  4 

„  „  from  one  to  four  weeks  (inclusive) .  2 

,,  „  from  one  to  six  months  ....  0 

„  ,,  from  six  to  twelve  months  .  0 


Total  6 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  nil 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  .  1 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  235, 
compared  with  216  in  1950. 

The  Chief  causes  of  Death  were  : — 

Old  Age  .  30  Cancer .  36 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  78  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  49 

In  all  “Causes  of  Death”  : — 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were  51 
55  55  55  55  55  81  „  85  „  39 

55  55  55  55  55  86  „  90  „  21 

„  „  over  the  age  of  90  were  10 

A  total  of  121  or  51.91  per  cent,  of  the  total  Deaths. 

Old  Age. 

The  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  (No.  88)  shews  the  ageing 
population  of  the  United  Kingdom.  Between  1871  and  1950  the 
total  population  of  the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  85  per  cent., 
while  the  number  of  people  aged  65  and  over  rose  by  300  per  cent. 
In  1871  there  were  604,000  men  and  730,000  women  aged  65  and 
over  ;  in  1950  the  corresponding  totals  were  2,271,000  men  and 
3,160,000  women.  It  is  estimated  that  by  1980  these  totals  will  be 
increased  by  7  per  cent. 

These  figures  go  a  long  way  to  shew  the  necessity  for  Local 
Authorities  to  carry  out  their  statutory  obligations  to  provide  for 
the  care  of  the  aged  and  infirm.  The  powers  under  which  Local 
Authorities  can  act  are  set  out  in  the  : — National  Assistance  Act, 
1948  ;  Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949  ;  Physical  Training  and 
Recreation  Act,  1937  ;  and  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  Birming¬ 
ham  Statistical  Unit,  in  an  analysis  of  several  hundred  cases  of  the 
old  and  infirm,  divided  them  into  four  Groups  : — 
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Group  1.  40  per  cent,  required  admission  to  Hospital.  The  Public 
Assistance  Institutions  and  the  Large  Hospitals  have 
long  waiting  lists  and  the  smaller  Hospitals  are  averse 
to  the  admission  of  these  long-stay  cases  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  Nursing  Staff. 

Group  2.  10  per  cent,  required  admission  to  a  Mental  Hospital. 

Some  of  these  are  borderline  cases  and  are  hardly  certi¬ 
fiable  as  lunatics.  How  to  deal  with  some  of  these  cases 
is  the  most  difficult  problem. 

Group  3.  24  per  cent,  required  admission  to  a  “Hostel”  or  “Even¬ 
tide  Homes.”  Some  Local  Authorities  have  built,  with  or 
without  grants  from  the  National  Corporation  for  the 
Care  of  Old  People,  “Eventide  Homes”  with  a  Warden 
and  his  wife  (the  latter  preferably  with  Nursing  experience) 
in  charge.  These,  I  understand,  have  been  a  great  success. 

Group  4.  26  per  cent,  are  best  treated  at  home,  with  the  aid  of 
District  Nurses,  the  Social  Services  provided  by  Local 
Authorities,  Home  Helps  and  good  neighbours. 

I  fully  realise  that  what  I  have  written  is  merely  an  outline  of  a 
difficult  and  increasingly  important  subject  which,  I  contend,  is 
worthy  of  some  consideration,  when  young  married  couples  who  are 
anxious  to  have  children  have  been  accommodated. 


3.— NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

DURING  THE 

Cases  admitted 

YEAR. 

Total  Cases 

to  Isolation 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

20 

1 

0 

Measles  . 

333 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

67 

0 

0 

Pneumonia  . 

10 

0 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  .... 

2 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

2 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . 

Meningococcal 

1 

0 

0 

Infection 

1 

0 

0 

Dysentery  . 

27 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 
Tuberculosis  : 

2 

0 

0 

(a)  Respiratory  .... 

11 

0 

3 

(b)  Non-Respiratory 

4 

0 

1 

Ophtalmia  Neonatorium. 

No  case  notified. 
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4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  again  in  evidence  through¬ 
out  the  District.  The  type  of  both  diseases  was  not  so  mild  as  usual, 
but  there  were  no  deaths  from  either. 

Dysentery. 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  .  2 

(b)  Number  of  cases .  26 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  . Nil. 

(i d )  Organisms  or  other  agents  responsible, 
with  number  of  outbreaks  attributable  to 

each  .  Sonne 

Dysentery 

(?)  Foods  involved,  with  number  of  out¬ 
breaks  associated  with  each  food  ....  (see  below) 

The  carrier  was  the  girl  who  delivered  bottled  milk — and  it 
seemed  probable  that  infection  arose  from  this  handling. 

5.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL 
AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE 

IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General. — There  are  nine  nurses  in  the  district  engaged  in 
general  district  work  who  are  affiliated  to  the  County 
Nursing  Association,  and  between  them  they  cover  the 
whole  district. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  were  removed  to  Isolation  Hospitals,  the  remainder 
were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses  obtained 
from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  district. 

B.  — Midwives. 

There  are  nine  certified  midwives  practising  in  the  district. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

In  Wincanton  there  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  provided 
and  staffed  by  the  County  Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — One  at  Wincanton. 

(2)  Fever. — None. 
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(3)  Other. — (a)  There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Wincanton, 
known  as  the  “Wincanton  and  East  Somerset  Memorial 
Hospital,”  for  the  treatment  of  general,  medical  and 
surgical  cases. 

(. b )  There  is  one  Cottage  Hospital  at  Templecombe, 
known  as  the  “Merthyr  Guest  Memorial  Hospital,”  for 
the  treatment  of  Maternity  cases. 

(c)  There  is  a  Public  Assistance  Institution  at  Wincan¬ 
ton  for  the  aged  and  infirm  under  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  of  the  County  Council,  and  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers,  Illegitimate 

Infants  and  Homeless  Children. 

The  only  Institutions  for  any  of  the  above  are  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution  and  Rodber  House,  Wincanton  (for 
boys  only),  which  are  under  the  control  of  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  of  the  County  Council. 

F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases. — None  in  the  District. 

(2)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — There  is  a  British 
Red  Cross  Society  Ambulance,  staffed  by  British  Red  Cross 
personnel,  kept  at  Castle  Cary.  In  addition  Ambulances 
from  Shepton  Mallet  and  Gillingham,  Dorset,  have  been 
used  as  occasion  requires. 

H. — Scabies. 

No  cases  have  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examination  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens 
are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Taunton,  and 
considerable  use  of  this  laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  is  kept  at  Messrs.  Knight  & 
Sons  (Chemists),  Wincanton,  and  is  supplied  to  Practitioners  on 
the  National  Health  Service  Prescription  Form. 

7.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

The  Public  Health  Department  consists  of  The  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector,  two  additional  Sanitary  Inspectors,  two  pupils,  one 
recently  qualified,  all  whole-time  Officers,  and  myself  (a  part-time 
Officer). 

There  are  also  two  Health  Visitors  in  the  District. 
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8.— WATER  SUPPLIES. 


(z)  The  water  supplies  of  the  area  have  been  generally  satis¬ 
factory  in  quality.  While,  owing  to  the  wet  summer,  no  serious 
shortages  occurred,  there  were  some  areas  which  suffered  temporary 
shortages  during  peak  loads. 

(zz)  The  new  main  from  Blackford  to  Compton  Pauncefoot  has 
been  com  pleted.  This  was  designed  to  increase  the  supply  to  Spark - 
ford  and  Queen  Camel,  where  the  supply  is  inadequate  at  higher 
levels. 

(zzz)  Regular  bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  of  the 
water  supplies  with  the  results  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Raw 

Water 

Treated  after  going  into  Supply 

Bacteri< 

3logical 

Cher 

nical 

Bacteri< 

Dlogical 

Chen 

lical 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Public 

37 

17 

5 

— 

47 

2 

2 

— 

Private 

7 

3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains  : — 


Direct  to  the  ] 

Touses 

By  means  of  Stc 

mdpipes 

No.  of 

Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

No.  of 

Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

4632 

14693 

32 

102 

No.  of  parishes  with  piped  water  supply  : — 

(z)  from  public  mains,  29  ;  (zz)  from  private  reservoirs,  2. 

No.  of  parishes  without  a  piped  supply  of  water  : — 

Nil. 

The  Public  Water  Supplies  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action  are  South  Brewham,  Charlton  Musgrove  and,  to  a  lesser 
extent,  Penselwood.  At  Charlton  Musgrove  the  water  is  passed 
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over  Magnesite.  The  Penselwood  water  includes  one  hard  water, 
which,  when  mixed  with  the  remainder  reduces  the  acidity. 

A  liming  plant  is  available  for  use  when  required.  No  treatment 
is  undertaken  at  Brewham. 

It  has  been  decided  not  to  adopt  Byelaws  (Sec.  17  Water  Act, 
1945).  Under  these  the  use  of  lead  pipes  is  prohibited. 

The  protective  area  at  Bradley  Head,  Milborne  Port  has  been 
improved,  thus  reducing  the  risk  of  contamination. 

Extension  of  Public  Water  Supplies  : — 

(1)  To  serve  Balsam  Fields  Housing  Estate,  Wincanton. 

(2)  Extension  of  main,  near  Overdean,  Charlton  Musgrove, 
to  serve  agricultural  land. 

General  Observations. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  supplied  from  public  supplies 
is  high.  The  demand  for  both  Domestic  and  Agricultural  use  tends 
to  increase,  and  this,  together  with  the  shortages  arising,  and  with 
certain  unsatisfactory  private  systems,  indicates  a  need  for  a  large 
increase  of  supply. 

Chlorination.  Chlorination  of  the  Penselwood  (including 
Wincanton),  Templecombe,  and  Castle  Cary  supplies  has  been 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Chlorination  of  the  Bruton  supply,  agreed  in  principle,  has  not 
yet  been  effected. 

Water  supplies  from  wells  : — 


No.  of  Samples  taken  for  Analysis 


Satisfa 

ctory 

Unsati 

sfactory 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

— 

— 

1 

5 

No.  of  wells  in  which  a  piped  supply  was  substituted  for  well  water, 
nil. 

No.  of  houses  relying  on  well  supplies,  70 

Future  Proposals. 

The  comprehensive  scheme  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  1950 
has  been  the  subject  of  further  technical  discussion  with  the  Ministry 
and  as  a  result  a  number  of  modifications  have  been  agreed  affecting 
the  method  of  bringing  the  water  from  the  new  source  in  the  Sher¬ 
borne  District  into  this  District  and  the  lines  of  the  new  mains  and 
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the  position  of  the  new  reservoirs  of  the  distribution  system.  The 
alterations  also  include  provision  for  taking  water  for  agricultural 
purposes  to  the  higher  levels.  The  scheme  has  been  approved  in 
principle  by  the  Ministry  and  a  revised  programme  is  being  pre¬ 
pared  under  which  the  work  will  be  carried  out  in  five  stages.  In 
the  formulation  of  this  programme  regard  is  being  had  to  the  de¬ 
sirability  of  bringing  the  water  from  the  new  source  into  use  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  “internal”  developments  which  give  a  greater  degree 
of  benefit  from  a  given  expenditure  and  also  the  period  required 
for  the  delivery  of  certain  kinds  of  materials. 

POPULATION  SERVED  BY  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Parish 

Pop. 

1931 

Census 

Total  No. 
of 

Houses 

Est. 

Pop. 

1951 

Public  Supply 
piped  to  Houses 

Public  Supply 
by  Standpipe 

Private  Supply 
piped  to  Houses 

No. 

Est. 

pop. 

No. 

Est. 

pop. 

1951 

No. 

Est. 

pop. 

Alford  . 

102 

22 

75 

22 

75 

Ansford 

305 

161 

523 

158 

513 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Bratton 

98 

35 

105 

28 

84 

— 

— 

7 

21 

Bruham . 

378 

131 

387 

118 

348 

4 

10 

5 

15 

Bruton . 

1553 

511 

1648 

497 

1610 

— 

— 

9 

30 

Castle  Cary 

1664 

560 

1710 

542 

1655 

— 

— 

15 

46 

C.  Horethorne 

463 

155 

500 

112 

372 

8 

24 

29 

102 

C.  Musgrove  .... 

377 

113 

340 

101 

303 

— 

— 

9 

28 

C.  Pauncefoot .... 

208 

61 

183 

24 

72 

• — 

— 

35 

105 

Corton  Denham 

228 

69 

208 

1 

4 

— 

— 

65 

201 

Cucklington 

211 

68 

207 

58 

177 

— 

— 

4 

13 

Henst  ridge 

1040 

338 

1110 

293 

940 

10 

35 

26 

85 

Holton . 

233 

75 

225 

62 

186 

— 

— 

5 

17 

Horsington 

611 

178 

618 

137 

479 

■ — 

— 

20 

70 

Lovington 

189 

56 

175 

56 

175 

— 

— 

— 

Maperton 

125 

37 

111 

26 

78 

— 

— 

5 

15 

Milborne  Port 

1655 

559 

1816 

552 

1792 

— 

— 

6 

20 

North  Barrow  .... 

94 

27 

86 

27 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

North  Cadbury 

690 

211 

650 

104 

325 

— 

— 

92 

270 

North  Cheriton 

178 

59 

164 

57 

158 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Penselwood 

285 

86 

258 

72 

216 

— 

— 

4 

12 

Pitcombe 

457 

116 

406 

96 

336 

— 

— 

17 

60 

Queen  Camel  .... 

472 

170 

527 

156 

483 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Shep.  Montague 

231 

64 

192 

44 

132 

— 

— 

10 

30 

South  Barrow  .... 

86 

30 

95 

30 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

South  Cadbury 

294 

93 

279 

3 

9 

— 

— 

77 

223 

Sparkford 

380 

130 

390 

125 

374 

— 

— 

5 

16 

Stoke  Trister  .... 

291 

103 

300 

95 

260 

— 

— 

3 

9 

Templeconrbe  .... 

871 

305 

1010 

291 

964 

10 

33 

3 

10 

Wincanton 

2047 

703 

2270 

702 

2266 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yarlington 

149 

51 

150 

43 

126 

— 

— 

2 

6 

15965 

5277 

16718 

4632 

14693 

32 

102 

458 

1419 

9.— DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

A  sewer  has  been  laid  to  serve  Balsam  Fields,  Wincanton. 

A  sewer  has  been  extended  at  North  Cadbury. 

No.  of  conversions  to  water  carriage  system  during  year,  26. 


8 


Future  Proposals. 

In  addition  to  Templecombe,  in  respect  of  which  the  Engineer 
has  been  instructed  to  prepare  a  scheme,  the  villages  accepted  by  the 
County  Council  as  coming  within  the  first  Priority  Group  are  North 
Cheriton  and  Sutton  Montis. 

The  estimated  costs  of  the  schemes  are  : — 

Templecombe . £50,000 

North  Cheriton  .  £8,000 

Sutton  Montis .  £6,000 


10.— HOUSING. 

Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority 
and  Ministry  : — 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Receh 

/ed 

Appro 

ved 

Rejected 

Under 

Consideration 

Applica- 

No.  of 

Applica- 

No.  of 

Applica- 

No.  of 

Applica- 

No.  of 

tions 

houses 

tions 

houses 

tions 

houses 

tions 

houses 

(a)  To  31/12/50 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  During  year 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

MINISTRY 


No.  S 

ent 

Appro 

ved 

Rejected 

Und 

Considei 

er 

’ation 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

Applica¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
houses 

(a)  To  31/12/50 

(b)  During  year 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved  : — £423. 


Houses  Required  : — 

(a)  to  replace  those  unfit  .  400 

(b)  to  abate  overcrowding .  4 

(c)  where  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  e.g.,  two  families 

living  in  same  house,  but  not  included  in  (a)  or  (b)  ....  200 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  end  of 
the  year  .  519 

Houses  occupied  that  have  been  condemned  as  totally  unfit  48 
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The  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses  required  must  be  approxi¬ 
mate,  as  allowance  must  be  made  for  the  repair,  by  owners,  of 
houses  not  repairable  at  a  reasonable  cost,  and  for  the  number  of 
Council  Houses  occupied  by  persons  working  outside  the  district, 
many  of  whom  will  leave  when  the  general  housing  situation 
improves. 

The  lack  of  alternative  accommodation  hinders  Statutory 
action  in  respect  of  unfit  houses,  and  labour  and  materials  shortages 
restrict  reconditioning,  and  the  result  is  a  general  lowering  of 
standards. 


Total  No.  of  houses  in  the  District,  5277. 

„  „  „  owned  by  Local  Authority,  1 162. 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

Conversions 
to  flats  or 
Dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army  huts 
etc. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Local  Authority 
Private 

46 

— 

77 

— 

— 

— 

Enterprise 

11 

- — 

11 

— 

4 

— 

Totals 

57 

— 

88 

— 

4 

— 

No.  of  Post  War 
to  31st  Decei 

Houses  erected 
nber,  1951 

Programme 

for  1952 

By 

Local  Authority 

By 

Private  Enterprise 

By 

Local  Authority 

By 

Private  Enterprise 

296 

64 

85 

18 

(a)  No.  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District  but  on  which  no 

formal  action  has  been  taken  .  622 

( b )  No.  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under  the 

Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit  .  1 

(c)  No.  of  houses  occupied  under  : — (a) .  590 

(b) .  1 

No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  4 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Number  of  Camping  Sites  (Permanent)  .  1 

Acreage  of  Site  . 4  T  00 

Maximum  number  allowed  per  acre  ....  (caravans)  ....  7 

Estimated  number  of  campers  during  the  year  .  15 
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11.— FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

Total  number  of  outbreaks,  1  (including  2  persons). 

12.— PUBLIC  INQUIRIES. 

Nil. 


13.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 
Milk. 

(a)  Total  number  of  Registered  Dairies  .  5 

(b)  Total  number  of  Retailers  in  the  area  .  7 

(c)  Number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  dealers 

whose  dairy  is  outside  your  area  .  Nil 


Milk  Sampling. 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  .... 

1 

1 

Accredited  . 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised  . 

1 

1 

— 

Sterilised  . 

— 

— 

— 

Undesignated 

— 

— 

• - • 

Biological  Sampling. 

No.  Taken,  1.  Negative  Results,  1.  Positive  Results,  Nil. 

Ice  Cream. 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail  .  4 

(, b )  Manufacture  only .  . .  Nil 

( c )  Retail  only  .  32 

No.  of  samples  taken  : — 

Grade  1 . 

Grade  2 . 

Grade  3 . 

Grade  4 . 


Hot  Mix  Cold  Mix 
2  — 

1  — 


Premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

No.  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1938  .  17 
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Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Date  Byelaws  came  into  operation .  31/7/50 

The  premises  are  subject  to  routine  examination. 

So  far  persuasion  has  proved  the  most  successful,  although 
threats  of  prosecution  have  been  necessary  to  secure  results  in  a  few 
cases. 


14.— SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

(a)  No.  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  .  1 

(b)  No.  in  use  where  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human 

consumption  ....  — 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  year  under  : — 

(a)  11,789;  (b)  Nil. 

Names  of  any  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  : — 

South  Western  Dairies  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bacon  Factory,  Bruton. 

15.— PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

No.  in  area  : — 

(a)  Privately  owned  .  1 

(b)  Owned  by  Local  Authority .  Nil 

Estimated  average  number  of  bathers  daily  during  season  : — 
25—50. 

Water  used  for  filling  pool  :— 

River  Brue — Constant  flow. 

No  purification  plant  is  installed,  but  water  treated  with 
Chloride  of  Lime  and  Copper  Sulphate  at  intervals. 

This  Pool  is  owned  by  the  Governors  of  King’s  School,  Bruton. 
Samples  taken  :  Nil. 

16. — RIVER  POLLUTION. 

Nil. 

17. — KNACKERS  YARDS. 

Number  Registered  in  your  District  .  1 

Sharp  Bros.,  Silverton  House,  Yenston,  Templecombe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Council  Offices, 

Wincanton, 

Somerset. 
January ,  1952. 


T.  E.  COULSON,  Esq.,  M.D.,  F.R.C.S.E., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Balsam  Gate, 

Wincanton, 

Somerset. 


Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  December, 
31st,  1951. 

The  total  number  of  inspections,  excluding  those  by  juniors, 
was  4,907  which  included  the  following  : — 


Public  Health  Acts. 

Camping  sites  .  52 

Drainage,  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  .  1008 

Nuisances  .  • .  272 

Refuse  and  salvage .  367 

Water  supplies  .  176 

Dangerous  buildings  .  39 


New  Buildings. 

Byelaws  and  Town  Planning  and  Building  Licensing  ....  1487 


Housing  .  161 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Meat  Inspections  .  243 

Food  premises  .  179 

Milk  and  Dairies  .  25 

Rodent  Control . 51 

Petroleum  .  89 

Miscellaneous  .  758 


4907 
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SEWERAGE. 


The  continued  increases  of  wages  and  materials  which  have  of 
necessity  been  reflected  in  the  cost  of  repairs  to  sewers  and  Sewage 
Works,  must  be  a  cause  of  serious  concern  for  the  immediate  future. 
Either  there  must  be  further  increases  in  the  rates  or  there  must  be  a 
reduction  in  standards  in  some  direction.  Every  examination  of  the 
old  sewers  suggests  that  much  relaying  will  be  necessary,  but  it  is 
unfortunately  a  fact  that  defects  occur  all  too  frequently  in  sewers 
laid  within  the  last  twenty  years,  mostly  as  a  result  of  inadequate 
supervision.  It  is  when  one  views  these  problems,  that  one  regrets 
the  absence  of  adequate  planning  in  the  past,  and  one  hopes  that  due 
emphasis  will  be  given  to  this  aspect  of  development  in  the  future. 

During  the  year  it  has  been  found  possible  to  transfer  labour 
from  one  Works  to  another  and  this  has  had  the  overall  result  of 
reducing  the  permanent  staff  by  one. 

I  should  I  think  pay  tribute  to  the  Sewage  Works  Managers  who 
have  carried  out  very  difficult  work  exceedingly  well,  a  factor  which 
has  been  of  prime  importance  in  maintaining  good  results. 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Public  Utilities  Street  Works 
Act,  1950,  has  regulated  the  position  as  regard  street  openings. 
The  Act  involves  much  work  in  the  giving  of  notices  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  plans,  and  increase  in  office  work  in  times  when  the  reverse 
procedure  seems  desirable.  Despite  this,  the  effect  of  the  Act  will  be 
satisfactory  if  it  eliminates  the  past  position  when  broken  drains 
and  sewers  were  badly  repaired  or  stopped  off  entirely,  without 
notice  to  the  owners. 

The  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1951,  which  came  into 
force  this  year,  is  far-reaching  in  its  effect. 

Eventually  it  will  legalise  a  standard  of  purity  for  sewage 
effluent  discharging  into  streams. 

Consent  of  the  Rivers  Board  is  required  to  new  connections  of 
sewage  effluent  to  streams  (the  latter  having  a  wide  definition). 

This  Act,  is  therefore,  of  great  importance  to  District  Councils 
and  co-operation  with  the  Rivers  Boards  is  desirable. 

Ansford. 

Investigations  are  in  hand  concerning  alleged  unsatisfactory 
drainage  arrangements  at  Station  Road. 

Bruton. 

Although  the  effluent  has  remained  satisfactory,  this  position 
cannot  be  anticipated  to  continue  indefinitely.  Certain  improvements 
are  necessary  now  and  it  seems  to  me  desirable  to  plan  the  future 
reconstruction  at  once. 

The  main  sewer  regularly  surcharges  along  its  lower  levels, 
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and  an  escape  at  West  End,  damaging  the  river  bank,  has  made  it 
essential  to  look  for  means  of  excluding  surface  and  infiltrating 
water. 

Complaints  of  dampness  and  blocked  drains  at  High  Street 
indicated  defects  in  the  old  stone  gowt,  at  one  time  believed  to  be 
the  main  drain.  The  surcharges  previously  referred  to  made  it 
necessary  to  retain  this  gowt  and  add  to  it  all  the  roof  and  surface 
water  possible. 

Accordingly  a  contract  was  placed  for  replacing  this  with  a 
piped  drain,  and  the  work  is  nearing  completion.  The  opening  of 
the  gowt  showed  it  to  be  defective  in  its  lower  portion,  and  com¬ 
pletely  blocked  in  several  places.  For  some  distance  too,  it  was 
silted  up  to  depths  up  to  three  feet. 

Castle  Cary. 

The  effluent  has  again  proved  satisfactory. 

The  effluent  drain,  which  has  given  trouble  for  some  time,  has 
been  relaid  from  a  point  above  the  refuse  dump  to  a  manhole  in  the 
access  road. 

Infiltration  into  the  sewers,  the  removal  of  detritus,  and  the 
drying  of  sludge,  have  all  given  rise  to  difficulty. 

The  sewer  serving  Cumnock  Terrace  has  been  relaid  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  Section  24  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Charlton  Horethorne. 

The  drainage  of  the  new  Council  Houses  has  been  arranged  so 
as  to  conform  to  the  future  drainage  system,  the  general  lines  of 
which  have  been  approved.  The  drains  of  the  Council  Houses  at 
Cowpath  Lane  have  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer. 

Henstridge. 

The  effluent  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Milborne  Port. 

The  effluent  has  again  proved  satisfactory. 

The  investigations  into  infiltration  have  been  continued,  and  it 
has  been  established  that  while  no  serious  break  has  occurred, 
infiltration  occurs  over  a  wide  area,  arising  from  surface  drainage — 
more  than  springs,  and  only  the  relaying  of  long  lengths  of  old  sewer, 
will  provide  a  remedy. 

Short  lengths  of  faulty  sewer  have  been  relaid  at  Cold  Harbour 
and  Newtown  and  three  manholes  have  been  constructed. 

During  the  spring  the  banks  of  the  irrigation  channels  under 
Henover  Wood  gave  way.  Light  track  was  purchased  and  extra 
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labour  was  employed  in  making  up  the  bank  from  the  spoil  heap. 
The  work  is  likely  to  continue  well  into  the  New  Year — although  the 
danger  of  direct  contamination  of  the  Purse  Caundle  stream  has  been 
eliminated. 

North  Cadbury. 

The  outlet  of  the  main  drain,  now  a  public  sewer,  has  given  rise 
to  nuisance  and  accordingly  this  sewer  has  been  extended  for  90 
yards,  as  a  temporary  measure.  This  work  has  been  designed  to  fit 
in  with  the  future  sewerage  scheme. 

North  Cheriton. 

It  was  again  found  impossible  to  carry  out,  by  direct  labour  in 
co-operation  with  the  County  Highway  Department,  the  work  of 
laying  a  portion  of  the  new  sewer — agreed  in  1949. 

Sparkford  and  Queen  Camel. 

Surcharge  has  developed  in  the  Wales  Road  Sewer,  arising,  it 
is  believed,  from  excessive  surface  water  and  infiltration.  Authority 
was  given  for  sewer  relaying  but  the  necessary  investigations  were 
hampered  by  wet  weather  and  the  work  has  been  deferred. 

A  very  serious  surcharge  occurred  in  the  Sparkford  system  when 
sewage  flowed  out  of  a  private  inspection  chamber,  flooded  a  garden 
and  only  by  chance  failed  to  flood  a  dwelling. 

Very  difficult  investigations  are  proceeding.  These  have  been 
hampered  by  covered  and,  in  one  case,  inaccessible  manholes. 

Some  points  of  infiltration  have  been  found  and  in  one  place  a 
cure  was  effected  by  relaying  a  sewer,  laid  in  1936,  which  had  been 
cracked  by  careless  backfilling. 

The  surcharge  seems  to  bear  a  direct  relation  to  the  surface 
flood  level,  but  the  point  of  entry  has  not  been  discovered. 

Templecombe. 

The  engineer  has  presented  draft  proposals  and  after  amend¬ 
ment  these  were  approved  in  November  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry. 

Serious  river  pollution  persists. 

Wincanton. 

The  effluent  has  proved  satisfactory. 

Four  of  the  new  sludge  beds  have  been  substantially  completed 
and  are  in  use.  Work  on  the  remainder  is  proceeding,  and  this  is 
delaying  the  final  tidying  of  the  works. 

Flooding  of  a  cellar  in  High  Street  has  necessitated  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  manhole  to  facilitate  investigations. 

A  new  sewer  has  been  laid  to  serve  the  Balsam  Housing  Estate. 
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HOUSING. 


HOUSES  COMPLETED  DURING  1951 


Traditional 

Non-Tra- 

ditional 

Parlour  Type 

Non- 

Parlour 

Total 

Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 

Cornish 

Units 

PI 

P4 

Cl 

C2 

UP5 

Type 

NP2 

Bruham 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

2 

Bruton 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Castle  Cary 
Charlton 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Horethorne 

Corton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Denham  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Henstridge  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Horsington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Milborne  Port 
North 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

1 

Cheriton  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Penselwood 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Stoke  Trister 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Wincanton  .... 

— 

— 

4 

4 

8 

— 

— 

16 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

8 

12 

10 

46 

11 

Council  Houses. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  62  men  engaged  on  34 
houses  as  against  107  men  on  77  houses  at  the  end. 

Although  at  the  end  of  the  year  8  houses  of  the  1950  programme 
and  78  of  the  1951  programme  were  not  completed,  6  of  the  1952 
programme  were  under  construction. 

The  overall  position  is  satisfactory  and  if  the  number  of  men 
engaged  can  be  maintained  there  should  be  a  real  increase  in  the 
construction  of  new  houses. 

Requisitioning. 

The  number  of  properties,  exclusive  of  ex-W.D.  huts,  under 
requisition  has  decreased  from  40  at  the  beginning  to  38,  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Consideration  has  been  given  generally  to  this  subject  and  a 
programme  of  progressive  derequisitioning  has  been  agreed. 

An  extra  allocation  of  non-traditional  houses  has  been  granted 
to  permit  the  abandonment  of  converted  hutments. 

Licences. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  under  licence  for  temporary  occupa¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  35. 
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Housing  Survey. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Housing  Survey — as  the 
information  obtained  has  already  covered  the  unfit  houses — and 
shortages  of  materials  prevent  reconditioning  on  an  adequate  scale. 

A  summary  of  the  results  to  date  show  that  622  houses  were 
deemed  to  be  irrepairable. 

STATUTORY  AND  INFORMAL  ACTION. 

The  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  resulting  in  Building 
Licensing  restrictions  render  enforcement  of  notices  difficult. 

Nevertheless  a  total  of  109  informal  notices  have  been  served, 
of  which  five  have  been  withdrawn  and  nine  have  been  followed  up 
by  Statutory  action.  The  remaining  ninety-five  were  made  up  as 
follows  : — 

Sewers  and  drains .  17 

Overflowing  and  leaky  cesspools  7 

Defective  or  Insanitary  closets  .  3 

Insufficient  closets .  2 

Verminous  premises  .  1 

Insanitary  ditches,  etc .  1 

Smoke  nuisances  .  1 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  .  37 

Dangerous  or  dilapidated  buildings  .  5 

Contraventions — Food  and  Drugs  Act .  12 

— Shops  Act  .  1 

Rat  infestation  .  8 
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In  complying  with  fifty-six  of  these  other  defects  have  also  been 
remedied,  resulting  in  the  following  : — 

Housing  Acts— Houses  made  fit .  19 

— Houses  repaired  3 

Public  Health  Act — Houses  repaired  .  12 

Remedied 

Defects  in  drains,  sewers,  etc .  20 

Overflowing  or  leaky  cesspools  .  8 

Defective,  insanitary  or  insufficient  closets  .  7 

Dangerous  or  dilapidated  buildings  .  4 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  .  19 

Verminous  premises  .  1 

Contraventions — Food  and  Drugs  Act  5 

— Factories  Act  .  5 

Rodent  Infestations  cleared  .  5 


108 
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Overcrowding. 

Cases  outstanding,  1st  January,  1951  .  14 

Cases  discovered  during  1951  .  4 

18 

Abated  during  1951  .  11 

7 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

Four  new  licences  have  been  issued. 
Five  licences  have  been  renewed. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Disinfection  has  been  carried  out  in  nine  cases. 


HOUSE  REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE. 

The  House  Refuse  and  Salvage  scheme  continues  to  operate 
satisfactorily  by  direct  labour.  Two  ten  cubic  yard  side-loading 
Dennis  vehicles  are  used. 

Weekly  collections  are  made  in  Ansford,  Bruton,  Castle  Cary, 
Milborne  Port  and  Wincanton,  involving  an  estimated  population 
of  7,000. 

The  remainder  of  the  district,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  out¬ 
lying  and  isolated  premises,  is  covered  each  fortnight. 

Charges  are  made  for  the  collection  of  Trade  Refuse. 

The  two  refuse  dumps  used  are  those  at  Wincanton  and  Bowden. 

Unauthorised  dumping  created  a  nuisance  at  the  roadside  at 
Hill  Top,  Cucklington,  and,  by  arrangement  with  the  County 
Council,  house  refuse  is  being  used  to  complete  the  filling  of  the 
cavities. 

No  progress  has  been  made  in  the  purchase  of  the  site  for  the 
Central  Depot. 

The  big  increase  in  the  wholesale  price  of  waste  paper  has 
resulted  in  a  large  addition  to  revenue.  This  price  is  now  too  high, 
as  it  pays  private  enterprise  to  make  collections  of  the  best  types, 
formerly  put  out  for  salvage.  This  means  an  increase  of  labour  and 
transport  but  not  necessarily  any  increase  in  the  total  amount 
collected. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  salvage  results  for  the  past  three 

years  : — 


Tons 

Value 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1951 

1950 

1949 

Paper  . 

124.1 

137.39 

66.83 

1885.25 

700.55 

470.8 

Ferrous  metals  .... 

14.1 

11.90 

12.05 

47.00 

19.75 

23.6 

Non-ferrous  metals 

9.1 

— 

— 

32.10 

— 

— 

Textiles  . 

4.55 

3.23 

8.04 

134.25 

58.93 

125.8 

Bones  . 

1.15 

1.95 

3.93 

6.30 

11.28 

22.55 

153.0 

154.47 

90.85 

2104.90 

790.51 

642.75 

SANITARY  SURVEYS. 

Sanitary  Surveys  have  been  made  in  Corton  Denham,  North 
Barrow  and  South  Barrow.  The  following  detail  may  be  of  interest. 


Corton 

Denham 

0/ 

/o 

North 

Barrow 

0/ 

/o 

South 

Barrow 

0/ 

/o 

Population  . 

212 

— 

86 

— 

95 

— 

No.  of  houses  . 

68 

— 

27 

— 

30 

— 

No.  with  inside  sinks  . 

47 

69 

24 

89 

26 

87 

No.  with  baths . 

27 

40 

8 

30 

13 

43 

No.  with  water  closets . 

30 

44 

10 

27 

15 

50 

No.  with  water  supply  laid  on 

65 

95 

27 

100 

30 

100 

No.  supplied  by  wells . 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No.  connected  to  public  sewer 

12 

18 

■ 

7 

23 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Conversions. 

Vault  to  water  closets  .  3 

Earth  to  water  closets .  23 

Public  Conveniences. 

One  new  Public  Convenience  at  Wincanton  (Churchfield)  has 
been  completed,  making  a  total  of  four,  the  others  being  situated  at 
Bruton,  Castle  Cary  and  Wincanton  (South  Street). 

The  new  Convenience  at  Milborne  Port  is  nearing  completion. 


20 


MILK  SUPPLIES. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  from  Distributors  are  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

No.  of  samples  taken  .  2 

Satisfactory  .  2 


FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Meat. 

All  carcases  of  pigs  slaughtered  at  the  Bruton  Bacon  Factory 
continue  to  be  examined. 

The  results  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

No.  killed  (if  known)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

11789 

No.  Inspected  . 

11789 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

14 

or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

2344 

%  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis  . 

20 

Tuberculosis  only  :  . 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 

71 

or  organ  was  condemned  .... 

931 

%  of  the  number  inspected 

affected  with  tuberculosis  .... 

8.5 

These  figures  are  to  a  small  extent  estimated  as  it  is  impractic¬ 
able  to  identify  every  organ  with  the  carcase. 

Full  records  are  kept  of  the  incidence  of  disease  in  the  various 
organs,  etc. 


The  following  table  gives  the  principal  details  : — 

Tuberculosis 

Carcases  .  71 

Other 

diseases 

14 

Heads 

.  837 

9J 

Plucks 

.  159 

333 

Livers 

.  9 

502 

Lungs 

— 

1183 

Miscellaneous 

.  105 

608 
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Miscellaneous  Foods. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  other  foods  con¬ 
demned  : — 

At  Butchers  Shops. 

22\  lbs.  Canned  corned  beef. 

10  lbs.  Kidneys. 

102f  lbs.  Home-killed  beef. 

\  head  Home-killed  pork. 

1  part  neck  Home-killed  pork. 

Tinned  foods. 

916  lbs.  have  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Other  foods  condemned  included  : — 

22  lbs.  Cremo  Breakfast  Oats. 

45  lbs.  Dried  (Full  Cream)  Milk  Powder. 

4  stones  Dried  Cod  Fillets. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  Sections  13  and  14. 

Steady  progress  has  been  maintained  in  enforcing  the  provisions 
of  the  Act  and  of  the  Byelaws. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  14  is  forty- 
nine. 

Full  support  was  given  to  the  Clean  Food  Campaign. 

One  film  was  shown  at  Wincanton  Cinema. 

Two  Film  Exhibitions  were  arranged,  one  each  at  Milborne 
Port  and  Templecombe.  The  attendance  was  not  good  and  in  other 
Parishes  it  was  decided  to  rely  on  personal  approach  to  the  shop¬ 
keepers. 


CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS. 

Notification  of  evidence  of  this  disease  in  animals  when 
slaughtered  has  been  sent  by  the  inspector  concerned. 

These  cases,  eight  in  number,  have  been  fully  investigated  and 
in  six  of  these  it  was  found  that  the  cattle  had  access  to  ditches  or 
streams  to  which  sewage  or  sewage  effluent  was  discharged. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

No  charge  is  made  for  operations  at  dwellings. 

Charges,  based  on  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  carried  out,  are 
made  at  business  premises. 

Normally  farms  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee,  but  the  Council’s  operator  acts  if  this  is  seen 
to  be  a  more  convenient  or  satisfactory  arrangement. 

The  poisons  used  included  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic  and 
A.N.T.U.  ;  the  baits,  sausage  rusk  and  bread  mash. 

The  total  estimate  kill  for  the  year  was  6,419. 
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The  sewers,  sewage  works  and  refuse  dumps  are  all  subject  to 
regular  treatment. 

The  summary  of  operations  is  given  in  the  following  table:  — 


Class  of  Property 

L.A. 

D.Hs. 

Bus. 

Agric. 

Prevalence  of  rats  and/or  mice 

Number  infested  by  : — 

15 

81 

17 

12 

Major  . 

13 

35 

9 

11 

Minor  . 

2 

41 

8 

1 

Mice  . 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Number  of  properties  inspected 

18 

93 

22 

17 

Inspections  made  . 

39 

180 

38 

29 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out 

15 

78 

17 

10 

BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Byelaws. 

The  following  tables  summarize  the  action  taken  during  the 


year  : — 

In  abeyance  at  31st  December,  1950  23 

New  applications  .  200 

-  223 

Approved  .  192 

Refused  .  10 

Withdrawn .  8 

-  210 

In  abeyance  at  31st  December,  1951  .  13 

Infringements. 

Relating  to  lack  of  Notices,  etc .  7 

No.  which  also  included  defects .  5 

Action  taken  in  addition  to  the  usual  Warning  : — 

Defective  v/ork  corrected  .  4 

Action  incomplete  .  1 

No  further  action  . 2 


Town  Planning. 


B./Fd. 

1st 

Jan. 

1951 

New 

Appli¬ 

cations 

Total 

No. 

Ap¬ 

proved 

No. 

Re¬ 

fused 

No. 

With¬ 

drawn 

Not 

Yet 

Cat. 

In 

Com¬ 

plete 

No. 

Deci¬ 

sion 

Cat.  A  .... 

5 

59 

64 

48 

— 

6 

— 

— 

10 

Cat.  B 

31 

92 

123 

71 

10 

14 

— 

— 

28 

Cat.  C  .... 

— 

5 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Others 

— 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

36 

166 

202 

120 

10 

20 

10 

— 

42 

Infringements. 

Eleven  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 
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BUILDING  LICENSING. 


The  licensing  “  ceiling  ”  for  the  year  was  £13,476. 

This  amount  is  only  £496  greater  than  that  for  the  previous  year 
and  does  not  cover  the  recent  increases  in  the  cost  of  building  work. 
It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  it  was  found  inadequate  and  many 
desirable  projects  had  to  be  deferred. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  : — 
Applications  brought  forward  1st  January,  1951....  43 


Applications  received  1st  January,  1951,  to  31st 

December,  1951 .  114 

-  157 

No.  of  licences  issued  : — 

New  houses  .  17 

Supplementary  to  complete  new  houses  ....  5 

Additional  Units  .  2 

Housing  Repairs  .  44 

Licences  dealt  with  other  than  by  issue  : — 

Sent  to  Ministry  of  Works  .  22 

Refused  .  12 

Withdrawn  .  16 

Carried  forward  to  1st  January,  1952  : — 

Applications  to  build  new  houses  23 

Applications  for  repairs,  etc.  ....  16 

-  39 

-  157 


Infringements. 

Only  one  major  infringement  was  detected. 

This  involved  the  erection  of  a  new  ironmongers  shop  at  a  cost 
of  about  £1,000 — after  a  licence  had  been  refused.  No  action  has 
been  taken  so  far. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  G.  GRAY. 
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